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1. FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S 
PRESS BRIEFING MONDAY: 

2. Q. WHAT IS THE STATUS OF THE CONSIDERATION OF FURTHER 
ARMS AID FOR ETHIOPIA? 

A. THIS QUESTION WAS RAISED YESTERDAY. AND WE DID CONFIRM 
YESTERDAY, AS YOU PROBABLY SAW, THAT WE HAVE RECEIVED A 
RECENT REQUEST FROM THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT FOR MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING AMMUNITION, AND THAT WE HAVE THIS RE- 
QUEST UNDER STUDY. AND THERE'S BEEN NO CHANGE SINCE 
YESTERDAY. 

Q. IS THERE NO AMPLIFICATION YOU CAN SUPPLY AS TO CONSI 
DERATIONS GOVERNING THE UNITED STATES RECONSIDERATION OF 
THIS MATTER - OR CONSIDERATION OF THIS ADDITIONAL REQUEST? 

A. YOU MEAN, SPECIFICALLY? 

Q. WELL, YES. THIS IS BEING DESCRIBED FROM THE SCENE AS 
AN EXTREMELY URGENT MILITARY MATTER. DOES THE UNITED 
STATES SO REGARD IT AS AN EXTREMELY URGENT MILITARY MATTER 
AS REQUIRING MORE THAN ORDINARY REVIEW? 
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A. WELL, I'M NOT ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU WITH ANY SPECIFICS 
OF THE REQUEST ITSELF, OTHER THAN TO SAY THAT WE HAVE 
RECEIVED IT RECENTLY AND IT'S UNDER STUDY. 

Q. BUT IN THIS RECENT REQUEST, DID THEY REFER TO THEIR 
DOMESTIC PROBLEMS OR, AS EARLIER, TO INTERNATIONAL PRO- 
BLEMS WITH THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT, OR WHATEVER YOU WANT 
TO CALL IT, ASKED, FIRST, FOR MILITARY AID SIX MONTHS 
AGO - OR MORE, PERHAPS. THEY REFERRED TO THEIR PROBLEMS 
WITH SOMALIA AND THE SUDAN. DO THEY REFER NOW TO THE 
ERITREAN PROBLEM? 

A. I DON'T KNOW THE CONTEXT IN WHICH THEY MADE THE 
REQUEST. 

Q. THE ETHIOPIAN FOREIGN MINISTER WAS HERE FOR DIS- 
CUSSIONS WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE. I'M UNAWARE OF 
ANYTHING THAT WAS SAID IN AMPLIFICATION OF THOSE DIS 
CUSSIONS. WAS THERE ANY REPORT GIVEN? DID YOU HAVE 
ANYTHING AT THE TIME; DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING NOW CONCERNING 
UNITED ST ATES -ETHIOPIAN DISCUSSIONS? 

A. WHILE I UNDERSTAND THERE WAS NO REQUEST MADE AT THE 
TIME THE FOREIGN MINISTER WAS HERE, THERE WAS A DISCUS- 
SION OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE WITH ETHIOPIA. BUT THE 
REQUEST ITSELF WAS ONLY RECEIVED VERY RECENTLY. KISSINGER 
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